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Current Fire Code language dictates that “smoke detectors™ now be called “smoke alarms” to denote their true
function.

Minnesota Statute 299F.362 Requirements:

Every dwelling and dwelling unit must be provided with a smoke detector that meets the requirements of
the Minnesota State Fire Code. This includes single family homes, townhouses, apartment, hotels
(containing six or more guest rooms), lodging houses (containing five or less guest rooms), and similar
occupancies.

Smoke detectors must be mounted in accordance with the requirements of the Minnesota State Fire Code.
When activated, the smoke detector must sound an alarm in the dwelling unit.

In new construction, smoke detectors must be directly connected to the dwelling’s central power source.
The owner of the occupancy is responsible for the maintenance of the smoke detector.

Occupants are required to inform the owner of a nonfunctioning smoke detector within 24 hours of
discovering that the detector is not functioning,

It is a misdemeanor for an occupant to willfully disable a smoke detector, or cause it to be
nonfunctioning, if such an action results in damage or injury to persons or property.

Local governments may establish ordinances for the installation of smoke detectors in single family
homes that are more restrictive than the requirements of statute. Local smoke detector ordinances may be
enforced through a truth-in-lending housing inspection.

The Minnesota State Fire Code Requirements:

Smoke alarms installed prior to March 31, 2003. Smoke alarms must be installed in hallways or areas
which provide access to each separate sleeping area.

Smoke alarms installed on or after March 31. 2003. A smoke alarms must be installed in each sleeping
room in addition to a point centrally located in the corridor or area providing access to each separate
sleeping area. Where more than one smoke alarm is required to be installed in a single family home, the
smoke alarms must be interconnected so that the activation of one alarm will activate all the alarms in the
home.

For all smoke alarms installed prior to July 10, 2007. If any residential structure had code compliant
smoke alarms installed prior to the current fire code adoption, then those smoke alarms are still permitted.
For all smoke alarms installed on or after July 10, 2007. Any residential structure installing smoke alarms
after this date must install the smoke alarms in all sleeping rooms, in all hallways leading to the exit and
on each floor.

In homes constructed prior to August 1, 1989. Smoke alarms may be battery powered only.

In homes ¢ n or after Au 1. 1989. Smoke alarms must receive their power from the
home’s permanent primary wiring without a disconnecting switch and be equipped with a battery backup.
Smoke detector location and spacing must follow manufacturer’s instructions.
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WHERE REQUIRED:Single or multiple station smoke alarms shall be installed and
maintained in Group R-2, R-3, R-4, and |-1 regardless of occupant load in ALL of the
following locations:

1. On the ceiling or wall outside of each separate sleeping area in the immediate vicinity of
bedrooms.

2. In each room used for sleeping purposes.

3. In each story within a dwelling unit, including basements and cellars but not including crawl
spaces and uninhabitable attic spaces.

POWER SOURCE:

In new construction, required smoke alarms shall receive their primary power from the
building wiring and shall be equipped with a battery backup. Smoke alarms are allowed to be
solely battery operated in existing buildings.

MAINTENANCE:

For all occupancies covered by this section where the occupant is not the owner of the
dwelling unit, the owner is responsible for the maintenance of the smoke detectors. The
occupant of a dwelling unit must inform the owner of the dwelling unit of a non-functioning
smoke detector within 24 hours of discovering that the smoke detector in the dwelling unit is
not functioning. If the occupant fails to inform the owner under this subdivision, the
occupant's liability for damages is not greater than it otherwise would be.

Minnesota Fire Safety Statutes 299F.362 Subd 5 & 5a

TAMPERING:

An occupant who willfully disables a smoke detector or causes it to be non-functioning,
resulting in damage to persons or property is guilty of a misdemeanor.

Minnesota Fire Safety Statutes 299F.362 Subd. 6
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Locating Smoke Detectors

NFPA
T2E

The following are gensral guidelines for installing and focating hoat and
smoke delectors. For a further chwification of the statemen, rolor to the
appropriote paragraph that ia noled after each statement in the NFPA ¥2E
standard, 1990 odition.

« Installation :
* Install detectors in all areas where required by the approprintie MPEPS
standard or the Aulhorty Hawng Jursdiclion. (2-7 4]
+ Imetall heat detectors 0 all ansas whene required either by ihe appropriaie
KFPA standard or thie Authonly Having Junsdiction. {3-1.1 2]

« Support detaniors, in @l cases, independantly of ther attachmenl to the
cireuit conduciors (wiring). {2-7.2)

« Location

» Logate heat detectons upon the CEILING
ceilng not less than 47 from (e

side wall or on e side walls Iir
ACCEPTABLE
between 4° and 12" Irom tha HERE

ceiling. See Figure 1. (341} i
Locale smoke delectors an the NEVER HERE '_.‘;r
ceiling nol less than 47 from the |

giclowall o the near edge, or it an TOP OF DETECTOR

@ sidewzl, beween 4° andd 12°  AcCEPTABLE HERE-
ddwrn rom the ceiling ta the tep ol

the: dedecior. See Sigure 1. (4

4.2]
Excppfion; In the case of beam —h-l ARV E—
cansiruchon where beams arg SIOEWALL

leas than 12" In depth and less

frar @ on cantar, inslalling

daledinis on the boltiom of the FIGURE 1
beams s abowsd.

On smooth ceflings, place Emake delecions on 30° conlers a5 a guide. Lss
otnee spacing ospending on celkng height, conditicns, or responsn lime
requirgmeants. In all casas, lallow the manuiaciuress recommendaians. (4-
4.5

Il exposed baam construction & used and the beams excesd 154" in dapth
and are more than 17 on centers, ineal esch bay as A saparale anen raguinng
at l=zsl oni neal of smioks delacior (44,74
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