CITY OF DULUTH
Building Safety Division
R AL PRE- CTL CH

For owners/managers of rental property of single, duplex or multiple. These are not all of the state and local
requirements, but the most commonly found viclations. Ordinance requires all units in a rental building be inspected
to include owner units.

EXTERIOR
ADDRESS NUMBERS - Must be clearly readable from the street, or alley way if applicable, both day and night.
ROOF - Must be tight, without leaks and have no missing or severely deteriorated shingles.

EXTERIOR WALLS/PAINT - Exterior surfaces other than decay-resistant wood must be painted with non-lead-
based paint.

STAIRS/PORCHES/DECKS - Must be maintained in sound condition and good repair. New or substantial
replacement must comply with requirements as defined in the State Building Code. Handouts are available contact
the Building Inspection office at 730-5300.

RAILS - Handrails are required on stairs having more than three risers and must be maintained in good condition.
To be positioned between thirty-four inches (34") to thirty-eight inches (38") above the stair nosing and the ends
must return to a wall or a post. Grippable surface shall have a cross section of a minimum one and one quarter inch
(1 1/4") to two inches (2").

il ion: Grippable surface shall have a cross section maximum of not more than two and five-
eights inches (2 5/8").

GUARDS - Existing guards must be a minimum of thirty inches (30") in height, be legally installed in accordance
with a previous building code and be maintained in good repair. New guards on porches, balconies or raised floor
areas that are more than thirty inches (30") above the floor or grade below shall be not less than forty-two inches
(42") in height. Open sides of stairs with a total rise of more than thirty inches (30") above the floor or grade shall
have guards not less than thirty-four inches (34") in height measured vertically from the tread nosing. Required
guards shall have intermediate rails or ornamental closures that do not allow a four inch (4") diameter sphere to
pass through. The triangular openings formed by the riser, tread and bottom rail of a guard shall not permit a six
inch (6") sphere to pass through.

One & Two Family Exception: New guards shall not be less than thirty-six inches (36") in height

DOORS - Must be in sound condition and good repair, equipped with deadbolt lockset and capable of being easily
opened from the inside without the use of a key.

WINDOWS - Must be in sound condition, have no broken glass, have hardware to hold in the "open" position, fit
tight within the frame, and a secure locking mechanism. (Locks required on every window within 12 feet of grade
and including second story or accessible by fire escape, stairs, etc.) Windows can be equipped with bars for
security if they are not required "egress windows". Windows must be equipped with full screens.

EGRESS WINDOWS - One window from each sleeping room must be easily openable from the inside. Security
grates and bars must have mechanisms that open easily from inside. These windows must have a minimum net clear
openable area of five point seven (5.7) square feet. Minimum net clear opening height shall be twenty-four inches



(24"). Minimum net clear opening width shall be twenty inches (20"), and a sill height of no more than forty-four
inches (44") above the floor. Area wells must meet minimum sizes. This requirement is for new window installation.

One & Two Family Dwelling Exception: Grade floor window (having a sill height not more than forty-four inches
[44"] above or below the finished grade adjacent to the window) may have a minimum net clear openable area of
five (5) square feet (the 20" & 24" dimensions still apply).

6ARBAGE CONTAINERS - Owners are required to furnish sufficient containers with lids and regular garbage
pick-up.

ek CONSTRUCTION MNOTE **** All exterior repairs or reconstuction must be made with exterior grade
materials,

INTERIOR

POST RENTAL LICENSE/OWNER INFORMATION - License must be posted in a conspicuous place so that it can
be seen and read by a person outside the building and within the common way or near the main entrance. Owner
information and emergency contacts should accompany license.

WALLS/FLOORS/CEILINGS/PAINT - Must be maintained clean, painted and in a professional state of repair.

STAIRS/RAILS - Same specifications as exterior stairs except construction materials need not be of exterior
grade.

EXTERMINATION - All structures shall be kept free from insect and rodent infestation.
Owner. The owner of any structure shall be responsible for extermination within the structure prior to
renting or leasing the structure.

Single occupant. The occupant of a one-family dwelling or of a single-tenant nonresidential structure shall
be responsible for extermination on the premises.

Multiple occupancy. The owner of a structure containing two or more dwelling units, a multiple occupancy,
rooming house or a nonresidential structure shall be responsible for extermination in the public or shared
areas of the structure and exterior property. If infestation is caused by failure of an occupant to prevent
such infestation in the area occupied, the occupant shall be responsible for extermination.

Occupant. The occupant of any structure shall be responsible for the continued rodent and pest-free
condition of the structure,

Exception: Where the infestations are caused by defects in the structure, the owner shall be responsible for
extermination,

OCCUPANCY SEPARATION - Fire walls and doors are required between commercial/residential space or attached
garage/residential space as defined in the State Building Code.

BASEMENT/UTILITIES/CONDEMNATION

COMBUSTIBLE STORAGE/FURNACE ROOM - Mo combustible storage is allowed in any room containing furnace,
heating, mechanical, or electrical equipment.

FURMACE/HEATING PLANT - Must be capable of providing heat at 68° (degrees) Fahrenheit in all habitable
rooms, bathrooms and toilet rooms during the period from October 15 to May 15. Required temperatures shall be
measured three (3) feet above the floor near the center of the room and two (2) feet inward from the center of
each exterior wall. Installation or alteration of heating equipment must be done by a qualified contractor or service
company upon obtaining a heating permit from the Building Safety Department. A separate plumbing permit maybe
required for gas piping.

PLUMBING/SEWER - Kitchen sinks, hand sinks, bathtub, showers, toilets or urinals must be supplied with running
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